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FACT SHEET 
San Francisco African American Workforce Development 

and Employment 
 

Data 
Sources 

 Asian  Black  Latino  White 

Household Median Income  60,350  35,200  50,000  70,800 
Per Capita Income  20,500  16,300  15,633  37,100 
Family Income (Median)  67,000  39,000  49,000  70,000 
Unemployment Rate  3.7%  10.4%  6.0%  2.8% 
Labor Force Participation Rate  62.9%  53.1%  64.6%  69.3% 
Poverty Rate  10.7  25.0  15.6  7.7 
Owned Businesses  24,149  3,484  4,682  58,228 
Business Ownership Rate  10.1  5.9  4.3  17.4 
Union Membership Percent of 
labor force 

15.8 29.6 23.6 20.8 
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Economic Weighted Index  0.79  0.49  0.62  1.00 

 
SBA Certified Minority Owned Business by Race 2004, 007 

Data 
Sources 

Ownership Vendor 
Count 
2004 

Vendor 
Count 
2007 

Arab- American 15 9 
Asian 247 211 
Black/African American 144 84 
Iranian-American 8 11 
Latino 97 79 
Native American  1 1 
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Total MBE 512 395 

 
ECONOMIC AND EMPLOYMENT KEY DATA POINTS 

 
1. Per capita income for Blacks in San Francisco is 56% less that of whites. 
2. At 10.4%, the unemployment rate of Blacks in San Francisco is the highest in the city 

and is over three times that of whites. 
3. Black owned businesses (those registered with SBA) comprise about 4% of all small 

businesses in San Francisco. 
4. There are approximately 41.67% fewer African American owned businesses certified in 

2007 compared to 2004. 
5. Nearly 35% of all African American in the workforce are in Professional in 

Management & Professional Occupations (MSA 2000) 
6. Technology, retail, healthcare, and construction are projected to see high rates of 

growth in San Francisco. 
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FACT SHEET 
San Francisco African American Housing & Homeownership 

 
 

Data 
Sources 

 Asian  Black  Latino  White 

Homeowners  51%  35%  37%  52% 
Renters  49%  65%  63%  48% 
Severe/Moderate Repair Problem  10%  24% 2%  9% 
Households below Poverty  13%  30%  13%  8% 
Percent of Income spent on Rent  24%  25%  26%  24% 
Rent More than 30% 36%  40%  40%  35% 
Percent of Income spent on Mortgage  15%  12%  16%  12% 
Housing Units with More than 1.0 Persons 
per room  

25%  11%  37%  3% 

Average Family Size  4.01  2.87  4.2  2.44 
Children Living w/ Married Couple  75%  26%  62%  75% 
Children Living w/ Mother Only  8%  42%  15%  13% 
Children Living w/ Father Only  3%  5%  6%  5% 
Children Living w/ Grandparent  8%  19%  8%  3% 
SFHDC Clients served by race (Summer 
2007) 

97 241 38 112 

Public Housing composition 26.3 42.9 10.1 18.3 1.
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Housing Weighted Index  0.89  0.63  0.74  1.00 
 

 
Home Ownership and Lending in San Francisco 

Data 
Sources 

 San Jose Oakland San Francisco  

% Homeowner  (MSA 2000) 38.8% 39.7% 33.9% 
Percent sub prime loans to African Americans 
(City 2000) 

19.8% 26.5% 19.3% 

Mortgage Rejection Rate- AA High Income 
(City 2000 120% AMI) 

33.9% 35.6% 28.9% 

Share of African American Owners Paying 
more than 30% of Income for Housing WITH 
a Mortgage (MSA 2000) 

40.1% 44.3% 42.7% 

Share of African Americans Paying more than 
30% of Income for Housing WITHOUT a 
Mortgage (MSA 2000). 

11.6% 19.7% 16.8% 
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Total Share of African American Renters 
Paying More than 30% of Income for Rent 
(MSA 2000) 

43.5% 46% 42.1% 
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HOUSING KEY DATA POINTS 

 
1. Approximately 65% of Blacks in San Francisco are renters. 
2. Homeowners living in San Francisco for 20 years are more are less likely than newer 

homeowners to move. 
3. The mortgage rejection rate was nearly 1 in every three for African Americans in San 

Francisco.  
4. 19% of the sub-prime loans went to African Americans in San Francisco 
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FACT SHEET 
San Francisco African American Public Safety & Health 

 
  
 

Data 
Sources 

 Asian  Black  Latino  White 

California Life Expectancy  83.7  71.7  82.5  77.3 
Death Rates - All Causes (per 100,000)  552.2  1227.4  574.4  814.4 
Adolescent Mortality Rate (per 
100,000)  

27.03  75.67  33.06  32.79 

Adolescent Homicide Rate (per 
100,000)  

1.31  3.15  2.47  1.75 

Average Jail Sentence - Violent  26.02  26.41  30.55  23.82 
Average Jail Sentence - Nonviolent  7.19  15.79  12.52  12.33 
Average Months of Probation  42.55  42.55  38.67  40.54 
Felony Arrests - Percent of Population  0.62%  13.95%  2.85%  2.00% 
Misdemeanor Arrests - Percent of 
Population  

0.83%  10.75%  4.79%  2.19% 

Homicide Rates - Males (per 100,000)  8.07  66.52  9.61  5.23 
Homicide Rates - Females (per 
100,000)  

5.63  22.32  8.85  4.54 
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 Criminal Justice Weighted Index  1.28  0.65  1.04  1.00 
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Felony Arrests Rates Compared to Nearby Cities, 2003 
Data Source  Asian  Black  Latino  White  

California  0.46  3.66  1.36  0.80  

Inland Empire  1.03  3.17  1.81  1.10 
Los Angeles  0.46  3.66  1.36  0.80  
Oakland  0.45  4.00  1.27  0.69  

Sacramento  0.98  6.00  2.08  1.34  
San Diego  0.84  3.96  1.47  0.85 
San Francisco  0.62  13.95  2.85  2.00 
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San Jose  0.43  4.02  2.00  0.62  

 
 

PUBLIC SAFETY KEY DATA POINTS 
 
1. At nearly 14%, the felony arrest rate for African Americans in San Francisco is the 

highest in the State of California. 
2. African Americans in San Francisco are arrested at more than twice the rate of all other 

racial groups combined. 
3. The adolescent homicide rate for African Americans in the highest in San Francisco. 
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FACT SHEET 
San Francisco African American Education 

 
 
 

San Francisco Unified School Academic Performance Data by Race 
Data 
Sources 

 Asian Black Latino White 

Completed Courses for U.C./C.S.U. Entrance  65.4  26.3  36.4  58.3 
Age 25+ Less than 9th Grade  15.5%  5.7%  24.8%  1.7% 
Age 25+ 9-12th Grade, No Diploma  9.2%  20.5%  15.4%  4.1% 
Age 25+ With AA Degree  7.0%  6.0%  5.0%  6.0% 
Age 25+ With Bachelor's Degree  27.0%  11.0%  11.0%  32.0% 
Age 25+ With Master's Degree  11.0%  7.0%  6.0%  22.0% 
Age 25+ Ever Attended College  60.9%  51.4%  40.4%  80.7% 
California Standardized Test Score: 8th Grade 
English  

358.8  304.6  317.8 379.4 

California Standardized Test Score: 4th Grade 
English  

369.8  316.9  323.3 380 

California Standardized Test Score: 8th Grade 
Mathematics  

359.8  289.2  302.5 338.4 

California Standardized Test Score: 4th Grade 
Mathematics  

401.6  303.9  326.8 379.6 

CAT/6 Reading Scores (11th grade)  709.0  665.1  681.4  718.3 
High School Exit Exam Passing Rate: English  92.0  40.0  53.0  79.0 
High School Exit Exam Passing Rate: Math  72.0  47.0  53.0  81.0 
SAT Average Score  1,018  831  885  1,151 
Preschool Enrollment  62%  73%  49%  77% 
High School Dropouts: 1 Year Rate  1.2  6.1  4.7  3.6 
High School Dropouts: 4 Year Rate  4.6  23  17.1  13.7 
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Education Weighted Index  1.04  0.65  0.63  1.00 
 
 

EDUCATION KEY DATA POINTS 
 
1. Slightly more than half of African Americans 25 and older in San Francisco have attended some 

college. 
2. Only 26% of all African American students completed required courses for entrance into CSU or 

UC systems as opposed to 65% for Asians and 58% for whites. 
3. The one year high school drop out rate was highest among African American students at 6.1%. 
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FACT SHEET 
San Francisco African American Social & Cultural Life 

 
 

Data 
Sources 

 Asian Black Latino White 

Voter turn out rates (18-29)  34% Insufficient 
data 

27% 34% 

Voter turn out rates (30 and older) 40% 50% 48% 65% 
Participation in Armed Services % of Population 4 13% 4% 12% 
Favorable ratings of local government services 36% 28% 33% 41% 
Church attendance rate     
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SOCIAL & CULTURAL KEY DATA POINTS 
 
1. Only 28% of African-Americans give high marks to San Francisco’s local government compared to 

about a third of both Asian/Pacific Islander and Latino/Hispanic respondents, and 41% of white 
responded. 

2. African Americans comprise the largest percentage of population in the Armed Services. 
3.  
 

 

 
San Francisco City Survey 2005 
 


